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which manages a $4 million budget neighbor-
hood investment project. He is Vice-President
of the Community Development Corporation, a
multi-million dollar corporation which address-
es issues of housing, rehabilitation, weather-
ization, and other related redevelopment
issues. Rev. McCaskill is also Chair of the
Community Renaissance Alliance, Inc., an or-
ganization that works toward building low in-
come housing for Philadelphia Senior Citizens.

Mr. Speaker, Rev. McCaskill is more than
just a dynamic leader and a man of God, Ran-
dall McCaskill is my friend. I know I speak for
all Philadelphians when I say thank you to him
for his continued participation in the struggle
to improve the conditions of our proud city.
We are eternally grateful to him for showing
us that where there is a will there is a way. By
breaking down barriers along racial lines,
socio-economic lines, etc., Rev. McCaskill has
become the personification of our city’s age-
old tradition of ‘‘brotherly love’’; a truly remark-
able accomplishment for a truly remarkable
man.
f
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a moment to recognize a true advocate
of crime prevention.

Robert DeNier has played a role in trying to
stop criminal activity in Southwestern Colorado
for most of his life. Robert served as a special
agent in the FBI for 27 years. During that time,
he worked hard to eliminate crime.

Robert also served in the Colorado State
House of Representatives from 1976 to 1982
and in the State Senate from 1986 to 1990.
While in office, Robert tried to pass legislation
appropriating funds to be designated for youth
crime intervention. Legislation on the issue
never passed while Robert was in office. How-
ever, in 1995, under a bill co-sponsored by
State Senator Jim Dyer and State Senator
Ben Alexander, legislation and an appropria-
tion to build a detention center passed through
both houses and became reality.

The center is located in Durango and, after
a unanimous vote of the Colorado General As-
sembly, is named after Robert. The Robert
DeNier Youth Services Center was opened on
January 25, 2000.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like
to offer this tribute in honor and thanks to
Robert DeNier, a man that is dedicated to
making Colorado a better place to live.
f
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor William M. Lyles for being
named the 1999 Entrepreneur in Residence, a
program of the Sid Craig School of Business
at California State University, Fresno. Each

year the program hosts a successful entre-
preneur in order to stimulate local business in-
terest.

William M. Lyles is the president and chief
executive officer of Fresno-based Lyles Diver-
sified, Inc. Lyles was selected as the 1999 En-
trepreneur in Residence because of his tre-
mendous qualifications and service to both the
community at large and the business commu-
nity.

Mr. Lyles’ extensive business involvement
includes: W.M. Lyles Co., a general engineer-
ing contractor engaged primarily in under-
ground pipeline and utility construction, and
Kaweah Construction Co., a general engineer-
ing contractor specializing in heavy concrete
and mechanical construction. He is also in-
volved in American Paving Co., a general en-
gineering contractor with interests primarily in
paving residential and commercial property,
and Saratoga Capital, Inc., a San Jose-based
property management corporation, handling
rental properties and real estate sales. In addi-
tion, Lyles also holds a partnership in Pelco,
a Clovis-based company designing, manufac-
turing, and marketing components for closed
circuit television security and surveillance sys-
tems.

Lyles Diversified, Inc. is a California cor-
poration engaged in construction and manu-
facturing. The company’s varied interests in-
clude subdivision and industrial tract develop-
ments, real estate ownership and manage-
ment, shopping centers, and farming interests.
Lyles plays an active role in all of his business
ventures.

Lyles has received several awards, includ-
ing the 1991 Leon Peters Award, the 1992
Outstanding Philanthropist, and the Purdue
Alumni Citizenship Award, among others.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor William L. Lyles
for his achievements as a businessman. I urge
my colleagues to join me in wishing Mr. Lyles
many more years of continued success.
f
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Mr. WEYGAND. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a few minutes today to pay tribute to
Robert D. Squier who passed away last week
after a long illness. While his name may be fa-
miliar to some, particularly those with an inter-
est in politics, people around the United States
and even in some foreign countries know him
by his work. Bob was a political consultant. He
advised Presidents and would-be Presidents,
Senators and those wishing to be Senators
and Governors and hope-to-be Governors on
how to conduct their campaigns and how to
communicate their dreams, beliefs and accom-
plishments to the voters.

Bob believed deeply in his craft and in our
political system. Despite what many think of
his profession, he knew how important it is to
reach out to voters. But he also knew his role.
In an interview several years ago, he re-
marked, ‘‘the candidate is always more impor-
tant than the consultant. The consultants that
do poorly in this business are the ones who
begin to forget that.’’

Bob only worked for Democrats, and the list
of politicians he advised over the years is a

who’s who of Democratic politicians and a
modern American history book itself. Squier
began his career while still in college when he
produced a campaign commercial for Orville
Freeman, then Governor of Minnesota who
would later become Secretary of Agriculture.
He would later be hired by President Lyndon
Johnson as a television advisor, and he went
on to work for Hubert Humphrey’s Presidential
campaign. In the years that followed, the list of
those that sought and benefited from his wis-
dom continued to grow; Muskie, Carter, DODD,
ROCKEFELLER, Bumpers, Simon, Hart, BYRD,
BIDEN, GRAHAM, ROBB, Pell, Richards, Clinton,
GORE to name but only a few.

It is fair to say that politics was in his blood.
I know, however, that it was also in his genes.
I have been fortunate for many years to know
and work with his son, Mark, who learned at
his feet and went on to open his own firm. I
extend to Mark and his brother, Robert, their
3 children, and Bob’s wife, Prudence, my
deepest sympathy.
f
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a moment to recognize a man from Colo-
rado who has displayed tremendous amounts
of determination and strength to overcome a
life-threatening injury.

Mr. Rolf Funk, of Silverthorne, Colorado,
has always had a love for skiing. During his
sophomore year of high school, in 1951, Rolf
started to pursue his passion and began ski
jumping. After ten years of training and com-
petition, Rolf decided to train for the Olympics.
He became the first person to use a 900
meter ski jump. For the next 35 years, Rolf
competed and won various medals and
awards. In 1994, Rolf competed in the United
States National Competition and finished in
third place.

Then in 1995 tragedy struck. Many people
believed that Rolf would never walk again,
much less ski.

While Rolf was training in Breckenridge,
Colorado, he was going down a run and
struck a mogul unexpectedly. The impact was
to Rolf’s neck and back and he laid in the
snow, unable to move. Ski Patrol units moved
quickly to stabilize Rolf and to try to minimize
the injuries and transport him to a medical fa-
cility.

Rolf was air-lifted to Denver Swedish Hos-
pital. The verdict was a spinal cord injury that
was initially paralyzing. Rolf was unable to
move any of his extremities and the doctors
decided that surgery was needed to relieve
pressure to the spinal cord. It was unclear to
the surgeon whether or not Rolf would receive
any motor functions after the surgery. The sur-
gery was a success, but at first there were no
signs that it would help Rolf recover any mo-
bility in his legs or arms. Day by day, how-
ever, Rolf began to get physical movements
back in his extremities.

Rolf was transferred to Craig Hospital where
specialists could concentrate on helping him
recover. Rolf was convinced, in his heart, that
he would not only walk again, but that he
would continue his love, skiing. Just a few
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short weeks after the accident, Rolf was re-
leased from the hospital and he returned to
Breckenridge to continue physical therapy. He
worked hard and miraculously, in a relatively
short time, Rolf was skiing again.

Just fourteen months after his accident, Rolf
entered in the USSA Masters Competition. He
did not place in that competition, but just par-
ticipating was winning for him. The members
of the USSA Masters presented Rolf with an
honorary medal.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I would like
to offer tribute to Rolf Funk and congratulate
him on a miraculous recovery, his patience,
strength and faith. Rolf’s resilliance and undy-
ing passion for life is an inspiration to us all.
f
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Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I was dis-
tressed to hear that Mandeep Pal Singh
Sodhi, a 27-year-old Sikh man, burned himself
to death in front of the Uttar Pradesh Legisla-
tive Assembly building. His self-immolation
was reported in the Hindustan Times on Janu-
ary 11. He was protesting police brutality
against his family. Mandeep Pal Singh Sodhi’s
brothers were detained and brutalized by po-
lice. Their mother was promised an inquiry,
but nothing happened.

Recently, the Committee for Coordination on
Disappearances in Punjab, led by Hindu
human rights activist Ram Narayan Kumar,
issued a preliminary report that included the
names and addresses of 838 Sikhs who were
picked up, tortured, murdered, and secretly
disposed of by the police. According to figures
compiled by the Punjab State Magistracy and
by human rights groups, the Indian govern-
ment has killed over a quarter of a million
Sikhs since 1984.

It is not just Sikhs who have suffered this
kind of oppression. The Indian government
has victimized Christians, Muslims, Dalits, and
others. Groups associated with the ruling BJP
have burned down Christian churches and
prayer halls. Allies of the government have
murdered nuns, priests, and missionaries.

The self-immolation of Mandeep Pal Singh
Sodhi should serve as a wake-up call to the
country that proudly proclaims itself ‘‘the
world’s largest democracy.’’ It should serve as
a call to India to begin living up to the demo-
cratic principles that it proclaims. India must
stop this police brutality and release its polit-
ical prisoners. It must hold a free and fair
internationally-supervised plebiscite on the
issue of independence in Khalistan, Kashmir,
Nagaland, and wherever else people within
India are struggling for freedom. Until then, the
U.S. should stop its aid to India and encour-
age it to act like the democratic country it
claims to be.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to submit the Hin-
dustan Times article into the RECORD.

[From the Hindustan Times, Jan. 11, 2000]
SELF IMMOLATION IN FRONT OF UP ASSEMBLY

(By Bhupendra Pandey)
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 10—Motorists, pedes-

trians and policemen watched in shock as a

young man, allegedly because of police har-
assment, immolated himself on the busy
road opposite the Vidhan Sabha on Monday
afternoon.

The 27-year-old youth, identified as
Mandeep Pal Singh Sodhi, a resident of
Krishna Nagar, suffered 70 per cent burns and
died on way to hospital.

Later, the police inspector posted at
Krishna Nagar was sent to the police lines
for illegally detaining the deceased’s brother
and harassing his family members. Chief
Minister Ram Prakash Gupta has announced
a financial assistance of Rs 1 lakh to the de-
pendents of the victim. The District Mag-
istrate of Lucknow has directed the ADM,
City, to probe the incident.

According to eyewitnesses, Mandeep got
off a bus near the Royal Hotel intersection
and doused himself with kerosene. Then, he
went towards the Assembly and set himself
on fire and started running. Soon, he was
transformed into a ball of fire.

After he collapsed and lay writhing on the
road, three policemen tried feebly to rescue
him. Others also joined them, but by then
Mandeep had already suffered excessive
burns.

Thereafter, he was taken to the nearby
Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Hospital from
where he was referred to the KGMC. But he
succumbed to burn injuries on the way.

Initially, policemen were unable to iden-
tify the youth but later found a slip of paper
tucked in his shoes. According to it,
Mandeep ran a small chemists shop outside a
private nursing home in Krishna Nagar.

Meanwhile, Mandeep’s mother, Mrs.
Manpreet Kaur, has accused the police of
forcing her son to commit suicide. ‘‘Fed up
with police harassment, my son committed
suicide,’’ she said.

According to her, her husband, Surendra
Pal Singh, who died five years ago, ran a
flourishing transport business. But it ran
into tough times after his death. She said
that her tale of woes began a year ago when
the SO of Sarojini Nagar raided her house
and detained her two sons, Yashpal and
Inderpal, without specifying the charges.
Later, they were booked in a case of a mo-
torcycle theft. In March last year, the two
were again booked in a case of another mo-
torcycle theft and jailed. The two brothers
were also booked under the Gangster Act.

Mrs. Kaur said that she had earlier met
then Chief Minister Kalyan Singh and also
the Circle Officer of Sarojini Nagar. She had
been assured of an inquiry into the matter.
But nothing happened. In fact, Yashpal was
picked again on Saturday night in connec-
tion with a recent case of motorcycle theft
in Krishna Nagar.

Today, Mrs. Kaur decided to complain to
the District Magistrate and despite
Mandeep’s request to her to stay at home,
she left for the DM’s office. Soon after
Mandeep too boarded a bus for the Vidhan
Sabha.

Mrs. Kaur learnt about her son’s immola-
tion in the afternoon when she came home
after meeting the DM. Yashpal was released
by the police following the DM’s interven-
tion.

f

STEM CELLS MAY BE THE KEY TO
CURING PARKINSON’S AND MANY
OTHER DISEASES

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 2, 2000

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to introduce a resolution to allow

Federal Funding of human pluripotent stem
cell research to help us further understand
Parkinson’s disease and other medical condi-
tions. I am asking for no specific amount of
money, nor to direct disease-specific research.
I am only asking that Federal money be al-
lowed to be used to utilize the next best
chance science has, to not only treat, but to
cure, debilitating and life threatening illnesses
that afflict millions of Americans.

Many people have been confusing human
pluripotent stem cell research with human em-
bryo research. Stem cells are not embryos.
There is a ban on the use of Federal funds for
human embryo research in the United States.
Stem cells cannot develop into a complete
human being, and therefore, under the law,
they are not embryos.

Stem cells are a type of cell that can be
turned into almost any type of cell or tissue in
the body. With further research, these cells
may be used as ‘‘replacement’’ cells and tis-
sues to treat many diseases including Parkin-
son’s disease, Alzheimer’s disease, diabetes,
AIDS, Lou Gehrig’s disease and others. Stem
cell research holds hope of one day being
able to treat brain injury, spinal cord injury,
and stroke for which there is currently no
treatment available. And they may solve the
problem of the body’s reaction to foreign tis-
sue, resulting in dramatic improvements in the
treatment of a number of life-threatening con-
ditions, such as burns and kidney failure, for
which transplantation is currently used.

The resolution discusses Parkinson’s dis-
ease in particular for many reasons. My family
has been personally affected by this dev-
astating illness and I am proud to serve as co-
chair of the Congressional Working Group on
Parkinson’s Disease. However, it is science
that makes the best argument to lead with this
disease. With all that is already known about
Parkinson’s disease, it is believed that with
Federal funds and stem cell research it is very
possible that Parkinson’s disease could not
only be treatable, but curable within as little as
five years!

Dr. Gerald D. Fischback, the Director of Na-
tional Institute of Neurological Disorders and
Stroke, in testimony last year to the Senate
said, ‘‘I concur that we are close to solving—
and I mean the word ‘solving’—Parkinson’s
Disease. I hesitate to put an actual year num-
ber on it. I think, with all the intensive effort,
with a little bit of skill and luck, five to ten
years is not unrealistic. We will do everything
possible to reduce that below five years. I
would not rule that out.’’

Mr. Speaker, here is why that is possible.
Parkinson’s disease is a progressive degen-
erative brain disease which kills a specialized
and vital type of brain cell, a cell which pro-
duces the substance dopamine, that is essen-
tial for normal movement and balance. The
loss of these dopamine-producing cells causes
symptoms, including slowness and paucity of
movement, tremor, stiffness, and difficulty
walking and balancing, which makes the suf-
ferer unable to carry out the normal activities
of daily living. In 30% of the cases those
symptoms include dementia. As the disease
progresses, it inflicts horrific physical, emo-
tional, and financial burdens on the patient
and family, requiring the caregiver to assist in
the activities of daily living, and may eventu-
ally lead to placement in a nursing home until
death.

With further research into stem cells, sci-
entists will be able to ‘‘reprogram’’ the stem
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